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POSITION PAPER 28 

 
Subject: Unsecured and Contaminated Fire Equipment 

Date:    July 8, 2010 

Amended:  

 

 

The mission of the Washington Fire Chiefs Association is to provide leadership to career 

and volunteer chiefs, company officers, and managers of emergency service 

organizations throughout Washington State, by promoting health and safety initiatives 

intended to enhance the welfare of emergency services personnel and the citizens we 

protect. 

 

POLICY – All fire departments in Washington State should develop local policies to 

preclude the unsecured transport of hose and equipment on fire and EMS apparatus.  

Policy development and implementation will be accomplished by the authority having 

jurisdiction (AHJ). 

 

BACKGROUND – Five Redmond, Washington firefighters, including Loren Charlston, 

Fire Captain with the Redmond (WA) Fire Department, were enjoying a great ride on 

their Harley motorcycles in early September 2009, on a busy highway, when all of a 

sudden they noticed a section of rolled 2 ½" fire hose in their lane of travel.  Four of the 

riders were able to swerve around the partially uncoiled section of hose, but one of the 

lieutenants had to ride up and over the hose when she could not avoid it.  Fortunately, she 

is one of the department’s best riders and was able to keep the bike upright.  Loren’s wife 

was riding with him, and it would have been difficult to go over the hose safely with two 

riders.   
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Retrospectively, the unsecured piece of fire hose could have potentially spelled disaster 

for the five Redmond Firefighters. In response to this almost tragic event, a model 

procedure was developed and endorsed by the King County Fire Chiefs Association. On 

May 19, 2010, after discussion and review, the King County Fire Chief’s Association 

officially endorsed the model procedure developed principally by Captain Charlston, and 

reviewed and edited by the King County Fire Operations Committee prior to submittal. 

 

In addition to the dangers of unsecured equipment falling off apparatus or being 

unsecured in the cab of heavy fire apparatus, firefighters are routinely exposed to known 

carcinogens. It is further recommended that dirty fire hose not be carried in the cab of the 

apparatus to minimize the exposure to the by-products of combustion and the potential 

injury if the apparatus or vehicle was to experience a roll-over when traveling to another 

emergency or back to quarters. 

 

CONCLUSION - The adoption of the model procedure and implementation at the local 

level aligns the local fire service with Washington State Law governing unsecured loads. 

The model procedure below is being offered to the Washington Fire Service by the WFC 

Board of Directors for their consideration. 

 

MODEL PROCEDURE: In the interest of health and safety for the residents of our 

communities for which local fire departments are charged with protecting it is 

recommended that : 

 

1. Discontinue the practice of transporting unsecured fire hose and equipment on 

the fire apparatus   (i.e., on the rear step). 

2. Discontinue the practice of transporting dirty fire hose in the cab of fire 

apparatus or EMS vehicles due to its unsecured status and its contaminated 

condition. 
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3. Options for compliance include a secured hose bed cover that prevents hose 

from inadvertently coming off the apparatus or another device that properly 

secures the hose to the back step (tailboard) such as netting or tie downs. It is 

recommended that hose needing to be re-loaded not be carried unsecured in the 

cab of the apparatus 

 

 

REFERENCES: 

 

 RCW 46.61.655 – Washington State Law requires all loads to be secure.  No vehicle 

shall be driven or moved on any public highway unless such vehicle is so constructed 

or loaded as to prevent any of its load from dropping, sifting, leaking, or otherwise 

escaping.  In 2008, a report by the AAA Foundation estimates 25,000 accidents a year 

result from unsecured loads in North America. 

 

 NFPA 15.10.7* – Any hose storage area shall be equipped with a positive means to 

prevent unintentional deployment of the hose from the top, front, and rear of the hose 

storage area while the apparatus is underway in normal operations. 

 

* Many fire departments have experienced fire hose inadvertently coming off the 

apparatus traveling to and from incidents.  Several incidents have resulted in injuries, 

damage to property, and death. 

 


